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  Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 1 

Zoom meeting 2 

Minutes of May 13, 2021 3 

Approved 6/3/21 4 

 5 

 Members Present: Barbara Saunders (Chair), Chris Robbins, Erik Remsen, Todd Desabrais, Angela 
Cobrin-Landis  

Members Absent: Sam Ostrow, Lucy Schumer 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray 

Others Present: Daniel Houghton, David Pistilli 
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1. Call to Order- This meeting was conducted via Zoom.  The meeting was called to order at 7 

12:08pm. 8 

 9 

2. Public Comment 10 

Daniel Houghton spoke with the PC on the matter of sidewalks in the Rogers Road area.  11 

There is a great deal of traffic on Rogers Road, much of it due to people finding an alternate 12 

route through their subdivision to avoid Route 7.  People use this road for walking, biking, 13 

strollers, playing and since there is no sidewalk they are often in the roadway and at risk.  14 

There was some discussion of the idea of improving a couple of the connecting paths 15 

between cul de sacs, and the one that connects to Rte 7 that is often used by Middle School 16 

students.  Jen will mention this area to Dan Werner at public works, who maintains a sidewalk 17 

inventory and staffs the Infrastructure committee. 18 

 19 

David Pistilli was present to talk about the need for traffic calming on South Street.  He has 20 

also spoken to the Infrastructure committee, Selectboard and the Public health and safety 21 

committee.  Jen is glad that David and Daniel are talking with the Planning Commission so 22 

that they can see there is a strong interest presently in advancing bike-ped projects.  Jen is 23 

always concerned about resources being allocated preferentially to those who had the time, 24 

ability, connections to be heard and planning helps maintain equity in that regard.  She thinks 25 

we need a town-wide bike-ped plan that would combine data (crash, level of service, etc.) 26 

with public, staff and user input about problem areas.  Some of these might be spots- 27 

intersections, linkages, crosswalks- that could be shown dots on a map.  But other problems 28 

may need to be resolved in a whole-system kind of way, like a corridor plan.  A bike-ped plan 29 

would prioritize some projects based on wider public input and use the expertise of a 30 

transportation engineer to propose some concepts and solutions for further funding.  31 

Suggesting the PC consider this for a FY22 Municipal Planning Grant.  David is interested in 32 

doing a pop-up project on South Street this summer using supplies from Local Motion.  They 33 

have asked for a staff sponsor in that regard and he has heard Jen did this type of project 34 

before.  The PC talks through David’s idea, which is based on a concept shown in an old study 35 

by ACRPC.  Knowing that ACRPC studies from that time period were often not well-vetted 36 

with Town staff, Jen offers to show the concept to DPW and get their thoughts.  In the 37 

meantime, Erik will check Local Motion’s schedule wrt timing for borrowing the trailer. 38 

 39 

Erik provides an update on a couple of current bike-ped projects: 40 
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#1 – Mary Hogan may also use the Local Motion trailer, to try out some new systems for 41 

drop-off and pick-up.   42 

#2 – Triangle Bike Loop plan.  The Addison County Walk Bike Council is still trying to resolve 43 

what loop it would take through Middlebury.  PC members ask Erik to reacquaint them with 44 

where it enters Middlebury.  One place the bike loop enters Middlebury is Painter Road, 45 

another down Morgan Horse Farm Road.  One question is how the route would travel 46 

through Downtown.  Jennifer remembers this was an interesting conversation during the 47 

Downtown Master Plan, hearing what routes were preferred by users.  It would be nice to 48 

have Laura and Adam Franco participate in that conversation as well. 49 

 50 

3. Approval of Minutes 51 

4/8/21 minutes:  Tabled.  Chris suggested some language, but people didn’t agree that was 52 

what they said so Jen is going to take a crack at expanding the description of the HDR density 53 

discussion and present some revised language for next time. 54 

 55 

4. Staff Updates:   56 

Tabled until next meeting   57 

 58 

5. Zoning exercise:   59 

Tabled until next meeting 60 

 61 

6. PC Member Updates 62 

Next meeting 63 

 64 

7. Other Business/Adjournment:   65 

Since they have more to cover, the PC will meet again May 27th at noon. 66 

Meeting concluded at 1:30 PM. 67 

 68 

Submitted by:  Jennifer Murray  69 


